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EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
2010 – 2011
The Henry County Alumnae Chapter’s (HCAC) Educational Development Committee chaired by Soror Shayla Harris was very busy this year with the Delta Academy and Delta GEMS programs.  The girls in the two programs met at least once or twice a month for workshops and service projects.  Sorors Leahna Young and Letitia Price were the coordinators for the Delta Academy and the Delta GEMS.

The Educational Development committee scheduled a full and rewarding year for the Delta Academy and Delta GEMS participants beginning with a fun filled Kostume Kick-Off picnic, October 30, 2010; walking to raise funds and awareness in the annual AID Atlanta AIDS Walk, October 17, 2010; marching in the NAACP Annual MLK Parade, January 17, 2011; dressing as a famous African American woman and sharing seven facts about her; assisting and stepping in the chapter’s annual Youth Stomp D.A.T. (Drugs, Alcohol, and Tobacco) Youth Step Show advocating the avoidance of using drugs, alcohol and tobacco products, March 12, 2011 and collecting litter during the quarterly Adopt-A-Highway along the chapter’s one mile stretch of highway and ending this active year with the Rites of Passage Ceremony on May 12 2011.  

Twenty-three Delta GEMS and Delta Academy girls chaperoned by seven Sorors, had an opportunity to visit Albany State, Florida A&M and Florida State Universities on the annual college tour. The collegiate Sorors at Albany State, Florida A&M, and Florida State willingness to facilitate the college tours provided a first person account of life at college that was invaluable.  The collegiate Sorors’ personal stories were extremely constructive and really brought home the importance of academic success and that nothing is impossible if you just believe in yourself and work hard.

The EMBODI (Empowering Males to Build Opportunities for Developing Independence program, coordinated by Soror Janice L. Jones presented three EMBODI offerings; two successful workshops and short presentation during Stomp D.A.T.  On February 5, 2011, twenty-one young men participated in a males-only workshop entitled “Endangered Species & The Reality Check” facilitated by Thomas A. Hill, and assisted by Bart Cowan both educators and members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.  A parent workshop entitled "Face It, we must Read out way out of the Black Male Crisis" was held concurrently and was facilitated by Dr. Gloria Dodson, retired middle school principal and 2nd Vice President of HCAC assisted by Ms. Cathy Goolsby, educator.

The second EMBODI program on March 26, 2011 engaged the young men in two males-only workshops.  The first workshop was entitled “Hip Hop Masculinity:  Reel Men vs. Real Men” presented by Corey Stayton, Professor, Morehouse College and member of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc.

The second workshop entitled “Playing Checkers or Chess:  Preparing Students for High School Success” was presented by Keith Jordan, author and motivational speaker and member of Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc.

A parent workshop entitled “Is Anyone Home? Strategies to Reach Disconnected Parents” was presented by Soror Tijuana Atkins, educator and counselor.

Additionally, three EMBODI speakers spoke to the youth at the Stomp D.A.T. youth step show.  The speakers were Corey Stayton of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Bart Cowan and Jeremey Willis both members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.
Marcell I. Johnson is the president of the Henry County Alumnae Chapter which chartered December 4, 2004, and currently has one hundred sixty-eight active members.  For additional information visit our website at www.hcacdst.org or visit our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/hcacdst.org.    
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